
 

 
    
 
 

INDIGENT FOR COSTS REPRESENTATION (S. 27.52, F.S.)  

 

 

 

Criminal/Civil Case

Criminal defendant hires private counsel (attorney fee is paid 
by the defendant or a third party on behalf of the defendant)

Dependency Case

Mother or father hires private counsel (attorney fee is 
paid by the client or a third party on behalf of the client)

Private counsel submits: (1) Motion to Declare 
the Defendant Indigent for Costs; (2) Clerk’s 
Application for Indigency;  and (3) Affidavit 

Attesting to the Estimated Amount and Source 
of Attorney Fees

JAC issues a formal or informal response to 
the Motion. The response will indicate if JAC 

requests a hearing on the Motion

Order of Indigency is 
Granted/Motion for Due 

Process Costs is served on 
JAC

JAC issues formal or informal 
response to the Motion. The 
response will indicate if JAC 
requests a hearing on the 

Motion

If Order for Due 
Process Costs is 

Granted, JAC audits the 
defendant's due 

process vendor bills

Order of Indigency is NOT 
Granted

IFC v. Court-Appointed Representation 



 

 

 

COURT-APPOINTED REPRESENTATION 
 
     THREE-TIERED INDIGENT              TWO-TIERED INDIGENT                    CIVIL REPRESENTATION MODEL 
      CRIMINAL DEFENSE MODEL                     CIVIL REPRESENTATION MODEL     CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
(S. 27.40, F.S. / 29.007(1), F.S.)            (S. 27.40, F.S. / 29.007(2), F.S.)   (S. 39.01305, F.S.) 
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The Court appoints 
the Public Defender  
to represent indigent 

defendants 

If the Public Defender 
has a conflict, the 
Court appoints the 
Regional Counsel

If Regional Counsel 
has a conflict, the 

Court appoints private 
counsel
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The Court appoints 
Regional Counsel to 
represent indigent 

persons

If the Regional 
Counsel has a conflict, 

the Court appoints 
private counsel
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The Court 
appoints private 

counsel

IFC v. Court-Appointed Representation 


